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Language is widely acknowledged as being crucial in terms of educational success. 

Therefore, any increase in young children with expressive and/or receptive language 

difficulties when they commence primary school is concerning. Key links exist between oral 

language development and literacy and children who experience difficulties with oral 

language, reading and writing are more likely to be affected by unemployment, lower 

incomes and even physical and mental health problems in comparison to their peers. 

Research suggests that early intervention regarding language disorders can reduce the chance 

or severity of literacy difficulties in the child’s future.  

 

The purpose of this dissertation was to investigate how a modified version of an organised 

and structured language intervention programme entitled ‘Talk Boost’ could be used most 

effectively in promoting oral language development in a Junior Infant classroom. This 

particular oral language intervention is designed to support young children with language 

delay at an early juncture in their educational journey. This action research project 

investigated the implementation of a modified version of the ‘Talk Boost’ programme 

through station-teaching within a Junior Infant classroom. All children in the selected class 

participated in three weekly lessons, consisting of both teacher-led and independent language 

and literacy stations.  

 

Firstly, the specific purpose of this mixed-methods action research study was to measure the 

impact of this modified programme on children’s grammar and vocabulary scores. In 

addition, any other areas of a child’s development which were targeted inadvertently during 

the process were to be explored also. Lastly, the child’s opinion relating to the programme 

was to be ascertained. Methods of data collection included pre and post assessments, 

structured observations and child conferences. All these data were analysed subsequently 

using descriptive statistics and coding. 

 

The findings which emerged were primarily positive. Raw scores of all children in the three 

post assessments were significantly higher in comparison to the three pre assessments. 

Furthermore, children’s confidence levels and conversational turn-taking skills advanced over 

the six-week period.  After the intervention, children discussed their enjoyment of the 

programme suggesting that the variety of activities led to positive experiences for them. 

Children’s language, literacy, social and independent skills were developed during this 

modified ‘Talk Boost’ programme. However, for certain children, underdeveloped language 

skills were identified, necessitating further support following the intervention.  


